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MATSYA
AVATAR

EXHAUSTED, BRAHMA STRETCHED OUT AND YAWNED.HI5 PAY'S WORK
WAS OVER. THE END OF THE CURRENT KALFA WAS IMMINENT . AS HIS EYE-
LIPS DROOPED WITH SLEEP, W/THOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE THE VEDPAS SLIFPED

OUT OF HIS MOUTH .
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THE ASURA, HAYAGRIVA , WAS
ALERT.

THIS 15 MY CHANCE !
i MUST NOW

CONCENTRATE WITH
ALL MY MIND AND
THE VEDAS FALLING
\_ OUT OF THE. CREA-
§ TOR’S MOUTH

W\ WILL ENTER
_MINE.

BUT VISHNU s THE FRESERVER, CAUGHT

HAYAGRIVA IN THE ACT T

/% .'_. 090 w

THE ASURA 15

0oU
ABSORBING THE

VEDAS. THEY WILL
BE LOST TO THE
NEXT KALPA.! MUsT
RETRIEVE THEM.
THERE ARE BUT A




AS HE WONDERED WHAT TO PO, HE SAW
THE ROYAL SAGE, SATYAVRATA,A STAUNCH
DEVOTEE ,OF FERING WATER 7O THE

MANES.

| WILL TAKE THE FORM OF

o Of A FISH AND RETRIEVE THE
VEDAS WHILE DOING A

R GOOD TURN TO MY DEV-

84 OTEE .HE SHALL LIVE

THROUGH PRALAYA TO

THE SEVENTH MAN—
VANTARA OF TH/%
L

AS SATYAVRATA , SCOOFPED UP THE
NEXT HANDFUL OF WATER —

WHAT’S THIS ?
A WEE FISH.POOR
CREATURE . HOW
FRIGHTENED IT
MUsT BE! I'LL
PROP IT BACK

'HE wAS ABOUT TO DO

S50 WHEN — [ | NOT THROW ME
BACK INTO THE

SOON EAT
ME UP.

O KIND KING ,PO

"R) WATER. HELPLESS
AS | AM,OTHER
CREATURES OF
THE RIVER WILL

PON’T FEAR,

LITTLE ONE.

| WILL CER-
TAINLY

: l PROTECT

You.

HE PUT THE FISH INTO HIS
KAMANDAL
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THAT NIGHT , HOWEVER,
THE FISH GREW AND GREW

IN THE MORNING WHEN SATYAVRATA WENT TO
SEE IF IT WAS ALL R/G-HT— A= .

TILL IT FILLED THE WHOLE

L~
O KING, THIS

KAMANDALU
15 TOO SMALL. |
PLEASE FIND

A MORE SPA—-
ClOUS VESSEL

REMOVING IT FROM THE
KAMANDPALLU, SATYAVEATA
PLACED IT IN A LARGE
VESSEL OF WATER .

7 O KING, EVEN :
THIS VESSEL IS TOO
SMALL .| HAVE
SOUGHT YOUR PRO-
TECTION.YOU MUST
FIND THE LIVING £
SPACE FOR ME.

SATYAVRATA PUSHEDP THE
VESSEL TO A LARGE POND
NEAR THE HERMITAGE AND
TIPPEDP THE FISH /NTO /T

BUT IN NO TIME ,THE FISH GREW TILL IT
FILLED THE WHOLE POND. |

' 0 KING , LEAD m

A LAKE—-A DEEP, LARGE
ONE .| WILL DIE IF
| REMAIN HERE.

Y £4,




SATYAVRATA TOOK THE FISH TO A
NUMBER OF LAKES,EACH LARGER
THAN THE FPREVIOUS ONE .BUT —

T g

| NEEDP MORE
WATER, O KING.
YOU ARE BOUND [

TO PROVIDE IT. /,

EXASPERATED, SATYAVRATA

DECIDED TO LEAP IT TO THE
OCEAN - BUT WHEN THEY GOT
THERE —

0 VAL!ANT\
KING, DO NOT
LEAVE ME
HERE AND GO.
THE GIGANTIC
CREATURES
OF THE SEA
MAY EAT ME.
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~=7 WHO ARE You?e
— 7" | HAVE NEITHER SEEN
NOR HEARD OF A WON-
DERFUL CREATURE LIKE.
You. IN ONE DAY You
HAVE GROWN BIG

ENOUGH TO COVER
THE LARGEST OF

—_—

—




vYou ARE! LORD
NARAYANA*
FORGIVE ME !

HAIL TO YoU, suP-
REME ONE .! KNOW You
ASSUME. DIFFERENT
FORMS AND COME TO
EARTH FOR THE GOOD

|AND SATYAURATA PROSTRATED ...wHY HAVE
HIMSELF BEFORE THE FISH. YOou COME IN
THIS LOWLY

THE LORD LOOKED LOVINGLY AT HIS PEVOTEE.

SEVEN DPAYS FROM NOW, ALL
THE THREE WORLDS WILL BE
SUBMERGED BY THE OCEAN
WHICH WILL RISE FOR THE
DISSOLUTION OF CREATION.
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AT THAT TIME A
SFPACIOUS BOAT
SENT BY ME WILL
APPROACH You.

MEANWHILE ,YOU MUST
COLLECT ALL THE
HERBS AND SEEDS
AND ANIMALS You
WANT FOR THE NEXT
KALPA . THEN,
ALONG WITH THE
SAPTA RISHIS ,*
GET INTO THE
BOAT AND AWAIT
-| [ME.DON’T
FORGET TO
BRING VASU-
KI,KING OF [
THE SER-

WHEN HAYAGRIVA SAW THE
GIGANTIC FISH APPROACH,HE
= WAS FILLED WITH TERROR.

AND THE FISH SET OFF ON
ITS OTHER MISSION . ]

BUT | MUST NOT
OPEN MY MOUTH
LEST | LOSE
THE VEDAS.

THAT WAS EASIER SAIP THAN DONE. THE FISH SOON PUT AN END TO

il s D THERE! THE VEDAS ARE | 4
o SAFE .| WILL RESTORE THEM / }
TO BRAHMA AS HE WAKES
UP FROM HIS SLUMBER
IMMEDIATELY BEFORE

THE NEXT KALPA.
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SEVEN PAYS LATER, HUGE CLOUDS GATHERED OVER THE OCEAN. THE
RAIN POUREDP POWN IN TORRENTS. THE OCEAN BEGAN KISING AND |
HUGE TILPAL WAUEE! BEGAN SWALLOW/NG THE EARTH . ]—_»

/ MEDITATE ON
THE LORD. HE
HAS PROMISED
us PELIVERANCE.

AS APVISED BY THE FIS5H, SATYAVRATA AND THE SAPTA RISHIS
WAITED ON THE SHORES . SUDDENLY — |

AH'! THERE COMES
THE BOAT AS THE
LORD HAD PROM-

ISED . BE PRE-
FARED TO GO

ON BOARD.

AS SOON AS THE VESSEL TOUCHEP THE SHORES; SATYAVRATA,
ALONG WITH THE SAPTA KISHIS AND THE SELECT I_IWN&
CREATURES, BOARDPED T,




AS THEIR BOAT WAS TOSSEDP ABOUT BY THE TURBULENT OCEAN, THEY
SUPDENLY SAW THE FISH APPROACH THEM.IT HAD A HORN NOW AND WAS %
GOLDEN IN COLOUR . IT LIT UP THE PARKENING SKIES , REASSURING THE
INMATES OF THE BOAT.
FASTEN THE VESSEL
TO MY HORN,USING
VASUKI AS A ROPE.
DO NOT FEAR.NOT -
ONE OF YOU SHALL
COME TO ANY '

= 4 ‘.--:;' W s ; ! = l‘_‘_‘ i . ,- = 5 > ; -
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WHILE THEY SAILED ON THAT VAST EXPANSE OF WATER, THROUGHOUT |
THAT NIGHT*OF BRAHMA , VISHNU TAUGHT SATYAVRATA AND THE
SAPTA RISHIS THE HIGHEST FORM OF TRUTH WHICH HAS COME DOWN
TO 1S AS A COLLECTION OF PURANIC LORE , CALLED THE MATSYA PLURANA.
THUS DID VISHNU SAVE TRUE DEVOTEES FROM DISSOLUTION SO THAT
THEY MIGHT CARRY DIVINE KNOWLEDGE TO THE NEXT KALPA.

* EQUIVALENT TO A DAY OF BRAHMA.



KURMA

AVATAR
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THE DEVAS,AND HI5 SUBJECTS WERE IN TROUBLE . CONSULTATIONS AMONG
THEMSELVES PIP NOT PROVIPE ANY SOLUTION. SO THEY PECIPEDP TO GO
TO BRAHMA THE CREATOR, WHO LIVED ON MOUNT MERU.

KALFA . INPRA ,KING OF

AT MOUNT MERU —

SIRE, WE HAVE
COME. TO YOU FOR
HELP.THE CURSE
OF PDURVASA HAS
TURNED Us INTO
A WEAK AND LACK-
LUSTRE LOT. WE
ARE HELPLESS
AGAINST OUR

VW ==="
S A
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WE BECOME LISTLESS

ON THE BATTLEFIELD

AND OUR FORCES FALL

DEAD IN LARGE NUM-

BERS, NEVER TO RISE
AGAIN -




BRAHMA MEDITATED FOR A
= \ WHILE . THEN—

LET us TAKE REFUGE IN
LORD VISHNU.HE ALWAYS
HELPS THOSE WHO PLACE

FAITH IN HIM. BESIDES,IT IS
HE WHO PRESERVES THE

ORDER. OF THE UNIVERSE. 4 ]

S0 THEY WENT TO THE ABOPE OF
VISHNU , THE PRESERVER. i

O OMNISCIENT ONE,Y0U
KNOW WHY WE, THE GUARDI-
ANS OF THE WORLD, HAVE

COME .WE. SURRENDER OUR-
SELVES TO YOU. SHOW US
A WAY OUT OF OUR
PLIGHT.

LORD VISHNU SPOKE IN HIS
DEEP, RESONANT VOICE. [

You WILL HAVE TO
STRIVE HARD AND OBTAIN
THE NECTAR OF IMMOR-
TALITY.THAT 15 THE

ONLY WAY OUT FOR

HOW SHOULD WE.
OBTAIN THE NEC-
TAR,O LORD @

Vica ALL KINDS OF PLANTS»
s /| HERBS, GRASSES AND CREEP-
ERS INTO THE OCEAN OF
MILK- THEN CHURN THE OCEAN USING
MOUNT MANDARA AS A CHURN-DASHER AND
VASUKI, KING OF THE SERPENTS,AS THE
ROPE FOR TURNING IT.




BUT LORD,
HOW ARE WE
TO SHIFT
MOUNT

PEACE WITH YOUR Nmaiakss——a
&/ COUSINS AND ENEMIES, \ 3\ )

THE ASURAS AND USE | i\~
THEM TO ACHIEVE YOUR ) g
END.

| PROMISE YOU THAT YOUR
AGGRESSIVE COUSINS WILL

NOT ENJOY ANY PART OF
THE NECTAR, FOR ALL
THEIR TOIL.

&

70U MUST BE CAREFUL,HOW-
EVER, NOT TO COVET ANY
OF THE THINGS THAT COME
OUT OF THE OCEAN AND
NOT TO GIVE VENT TO
ANGER EVEN IF THOSE
THINGS ARE FORCIBLY
TAKEN BY THE ASURAS.

A SNATCH THE
NECTAR?

SET OUT FOR THE COURT OF BALI, KING OF THE

BRAHMA RETURNED TO HIS5 OWN ABODE WHILE INCRA AND THE DEVAS

ASURAS .

—
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WHEN BAL] AND HIS ASURA FOLLOWING SAW THEIR ENEMIES AFPROACH—

O KING, LET us
CAPTURE THE ROGUES.
THEY ARE UNARMED
AND HELPLESS.

> NO.WAIT.
PN e DA COME
B

g &g - WITH A PRO-
‘ 5 POSAL THAT
MrSy 2 . MIGHT BE
I ;%——*? NS | P WORTH OUR
e I ; WHILE.

.Q“ ”,

BALI RECEIVED INPRA AND THE PEVAS WITH RESPECT AND GAVE THEM

SEATS OF HONOUR. INPRA TOLD HIM WHY THEY HAD COME. B
S T { ara AND 50’

o= 7 FOR THE BENE-

| ©lRa\ @t Yo FIT OF ALL OF U8,
V(e LY, s | REQUEST You

gl L7 TO FORGET OUR

¥ ‘ FEUD AND WORK

\ = =)\ WITH Us IN THE

i ) TINAAGEE VENTURE .

&3

i
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BALI, AS WELL AS HIS CHIEFS , FAVOUREP THE FPROPOSAL AND PEACE
WAS DECLARED BETWEEN THE 6501645 AND THE PEVAS. [ \Q T

E:us NOT WASTE
ANY TIME ,INDRA. R
RALLY YOUR FORCES
WHILE | RALLY MINEYS s
AND LET U5
BEGIN THE WORK \_-) .

IMMEDIATELY. 07

[

\
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A LITTLE LATER, ALONG WITH
THEIR HORDES, BALI AND
INPRA BEGAN THE TASK OF
UPROOTING MOUNT MANDARA. ..

«AND TAKING IT TO THE SEASHORE.

COVERED HALF THE DISTANCE — |-

mY ARMS HAVE
{ ALMOST FALLEN

OO-OH ! | CANNOT
CARRY IT ANY

WHY DIP WE
EVER AGREE
TO SuUcH AN
INSANE

PROPO SAL?

SN ,AI'.'_ (
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CRUSHING LARGE NUMBERS OF
DEVAS AND ASURAS UNPER IT.
INDRA WAS PEEPRATE . '

( ARE WE TO DO
} NOW @ PLEASE
COME TO OUR
AID s OR WE

THE MIGHTY MOUNTAIN FELL, |

D=, (O LORD, WHAT

HALL PERISH./

MEANWHILE — |

FASTER, GARUDA'!
THE DEVAS ARE
IN TROUBLE .

EVEN BEFORE INDRA :
ARPEALED TO HIM ,THE LORD |
HAD REACHED THE SPOT. ‘
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WITH A MERE GLANCE, HE

/| | REVIVED THE DEVAS.

-

THEN, PLACING MOUNT

MANDPARA ON GARUPA’S

BACK,HE FLEW TO THE

SEASHORE , FOLLOWED

BY THE DEVAS AND
THE ASURA

* VISHNUS MOUNT.




AFTER THE MOUNTAIN WAS SAFELY WHEN HE S5AW THAT GARULA
DEPOSITEP ON THE 5FASHORE, HAD FLOWN AWAY, VASUK/
VISHNU TURNED TO GARULA - : IMMEDIATELY OBEYED
r 3 VISHNU'S SUMMONS.
THERE COMES VASUKI,\ &>

=~
BUT HE 15 AFRAID TO s * Y257 PLAY YOUR
- e ROLE WELL,
COME CLOSER BE 20 | R WHLL,
CAUSE YOU ARE HIS 5

SHALL RECEIVE
YOUR SHARE OF
y THE NECTAR.THE
JAGGED SURFACE
OF MANDARA
SHALL NOT HURT
. You AT ALL.

NATURAL ENEMY.
WITHDRAW, DEAR =

GARUDA, AND

MAKE ROOM FO
THE KING OF
SERPENTS.

Qwv«

A -\._

REASSURED 5 VASUKI ALLOWED HIMSELF TO BE WOUND
ROUND MANDARA - |

THERE! NOW WE
ARE READY.COME, |
FRIENDS AND @
BROTHERS, LET US
CHURN WITH ALL {24
OUR MIGHT FOR [&2

THE COMMON GOOD
OF ALL OF U5.

@:E-r {




BUT THEIR JOY SOON TURNED INTO THERE WAS ONE AND ONLY
PESPAIR . THE HEAVY MOUNT MANLARA, | |ONE WHO COULD — LORP
WHICH HAD NOTHING TO SUPPORT /T, VISHNU . TAKING THE FORM

SANK INTO THE OCEAN. OF A HUGE [ 3
ALAS | |5 THE : wszsi... l 7

NECTAR NEVER
TO BE OURS? £

A\ IF WE,THE
MIGHTIEST OF
4 DEVAS AND
ASURAS,COULD
NOT HOLD UP
@\ MANDARA , WHO

- CAND




- AND TO THE AMAZED PELIGHT OF THE DPEVAS AND ASURAS,
CAME UP WITH THE MOUNTAIN ON HIS BA;/{. DO NOT WASTE L

N TIME.ON WITH /=5

G’ 15 THE LORD \——_

COME =0 DL ey %z:::'l____ {5, | \\_OurR TASK. =
AID AGAIN! V ;1;;:13 ‘iﬁ e ST
— Yy =
:C::— = ““J ) ‘1 il = — %
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THEY CHURNED AND CHURNED; BUT IN VAIN - = e
,_.__-.—_—:‘L::i - a(:—: - __—-_-_—-_--__"—‘:1 = m-zﬁq

CONTINUE ANY
LONGER. MY
LIMBS ARE

| WILL HAVE
TO PO THE
CHURNING TOO.

OH'| CAN’T
BREATHE !

I-I CAN’T SEE.
| AM BLINDED.

THE FORCEFUL CHURNING
FIRST THREW UP THE
DEADPLY POISON HALA-
HALA ; THE CONCENTRATE
OF THE IMPURITIES OF THE
OCEAN - ITS POISONOUS
FUMES CHOKED THE :
DEVAS AND THE ASURAS- Iy

—— e ——
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FRIGHTENED OUT OF THEIR WITS,THEY RAN TO LORD SHIVA
AT KAILASA. |

GO IN PEACE.PO
NOT FEAR.| SHALL
TAKE IN THE

COLLECTING THE POISON <« SHIVA SWALLOWED |T.
INTO HIS FPALM «-- s =
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AS THEY CONTINUED CHURNINGs MANY PRECIOUS THINGS ROSE TO

THE SURFACE , BUT NOT THE NECTAR. THEN SUDPPENLY A BEING

WHO couLp
HE BE!

et ‘gi e@.}
(4 ™
W SY Y 2=
-‘/C/, _\“ﬁjg,euh\
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/T WAS DHANWANTARI WITH THE JAR OF THE NECTAR OF
IMMORTALITY — | :

THE JAR! IT
CONTAINS THE

FORGETTING |1 SHALL HAVE ) [ NO,I SHALL.)NO-NOT Yous) GIVE IT TO
THEIR TRUCE, [\IT FIRST. a4 & ME. | AM
THE ASURAS  |vh R N _\GE YOUR CHIEF.
SNATCHED THE|Z8%  # 33) X AR i —mn

PRECIOUS JAR PP




VISHNU’S COMMAND THAT THEY SHOULD NOT QUARREL OVER WHAT
THE OCEAN YIELDED , THEY MADE NO MOVE . VISHNU WAS PLEASED.
= —

—— .

THE PEVAS WATCHED THE ASURAS IN DISMAY . BUT REMEMBERING g

o = DO NOT BE DEJECTED.
' &) — GREED FOR THE NEC-
S TAR HAS ALREADY
;f - )/ DIVIDED THEM. NOW
- | SHALL CHARM THEM
Y=\ WITH MY POWERS ¢
A AND GIVE vou ¢
“\ THE NECTAR.
TP =N

&5 —

e SN
—u .

= =
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=— 7 HER EVES \

AH | WHAT '\
A DAZZLING ‘“* PIERCE MY

BEAUTY!
——

SO INFATUATED
WERE THE ASURAS
THAT THEY
ENTRUSTEL THE
JAR OF NECTAR
TO HER CARE .

PRAY, BEAUTI -
FUL ONE,DISTRI-
BUTE THE NECTAR
71| 50 THAT OUR
| QUARREL MAY END.
4\ BRING PEACE
TO US.




MOHINI TOOK THE JAR.THEN — | NOT KNOWING WHO SHE REALLY WAS,
THE ASURAS REAPILY AGREED .
| WILLDPO SO | &y A )

IF YOU PROM- Z 3
ISE NOT TO
QUESTION MY

BATHE AND
ASSEMBLE IN THE
MAIN HALL.Y0u,
THE ASURAS,IN ONE
ROW AND YOUR
i\ COUSINS,THE DEVAS,
IN ANOTHER.

WHEN THE DEVAS AND ASURAS HAD ASSEMBLED > MOHINI BEGAN
SERVING THE NECTAR TO THE PEVAS.THE ASURAS WEKE UNEASY -

YL

BESIDES ,5HE

WE CAN'T.LET

7~ HUsH! IS5 A WOMAN.
THE NECTARD WSS REMEMBER ' HOW CAN WE N US AWAIT OUR
WHAT IS SHE A OUR PROMISE® s QUARREL WITH #\ TURN PATIENTLY. |
DOING © &= =) HER® _é==a R

BY THE TIME MOHINI REACHED THE END OF THE ROW OF DEVAS,SHE
MADE SURE THAT THE NECTAR WAS EXHAUSTED. |

= V. THERE! NOT A & )

: sec N DROP LEFT.IT IS Y@t
NOT WISE TO k/
OFFER THE NECTAR

N | OF IMMORTALITY (S
&5\ TO THE ASURAS :

\ WHO ARE AG-
) GRESSIVE BY
S\ NATURE.

Zidv i A




THEN, TO THE AMAZEMENT OF THE
ASURAS , LORD VISHNU ASSUMED H/S

BUT VISHNU ONLY SMILED.
7

OWN FORM. WHERE 15
IT’5 VISHNU!\our SHARE

WE’VE BEEN OF THE
2-)¢ DELUDED!/ NECTAR?
LA Q THE NECTAR!
\ 4

THEN MOUNTING GARULA ...

—

veo HE FLEW AWAY INTO THE
SKIES. e

THE FURIOUS ASURAS CHARGED AT THE DEVAS.

{ THE LORD 15 ON '\

WE HAVE BEEN
TRICKED. PON’T
SFPARE THE

A 3‘\‘2\(

OUR SIDE . WE

HAVE DRUNK THE

/2\ NECTAR OF
IMMORTALITY .

)




THE GREAT DPEVA-ASURA WAR THAT ENSUED THERE, ON THE SEASHORE,
WAS A TERRIBLE ONE .BUT WITH HIS THUNDER-BOLT, INORA , PCESPITE
THE SEVERAL REVERSES HE SUFFERED > MS ABLE TO VANQUISH THE

ASURAS .
T MERCY!
FLEE!

7 \'5
X

INDRA HAS TASTED
THE NECTAR OF IMMORA
| TALITY AND HAS BEEN
BLESSED BY LAXMI*
HIS MIGHT AND SPLEN-
POUR HAVE BEEN RE-
5T ORED TO HIM.THE
ASURAS HAVE BEEN
SUFFICIENTLY HUM~-
BLED. GO.REQUEST
HIM TO CEASE
\ —’ HOSTILITIES

.-f\
-\

MEANWH/LE; BEAHMA 5ENT FOR OSAGE NARADA —

" /) THE GRANDSIRE ) |
§/ 5 RIGHT.LET us
RETURN TO

AND THUS DID THE LORD REUIVE
[THE LOST GLORY OF THOSE WHO
WERE GENTLE AND S0UGHT
|REFUGE IN HIM AND PUNISH

| THOSE WHO WERE AGGRESSIVE
N AND HAD NO FAITH IN HIM.

* THE GODPPESS OF WEALTH.



VAREHE
Afan
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AFTER PRALAYA,AT THE BEGINNING OF THE NEW KALFA, WHILE
BRAHMA WAS BUSY IN THE WORK OF CREATION ...

..« BHOOMIDEVIBEING TOSSED ABOUT ON -« SANK TO THE BED OF
THE WAVES ese [ THE OCEANU--

= AT
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=
oSSR W q\:}gﬁn

X MOTHER EARTH



- AND SWAYAMBHUVA MANU AND SHATARUFA CAME INTO BEING.
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KEEP YOUR HEART
FREE FROM JEAL-
3/ ousY,BEGET MANY
¥ VIRTUOUS CHILDREN
17778 | AND RULE OVER THE
&2\ \ EARTH, FOR YoUu
SHALL BE THE RUL-
ER OF MEN.

(D

| SHALL OBEY YOUR
WISHES . BUT PLEASE
| LET ME KNOW WHERE
L | MY PROGENY AND

b\ 1 SHOULD LIVE.
BHOOMIDEVI LIES
.  SUBMERGED.

THEY BOWED TO BRAHMA -

ﬁER,TﬁLL us
HOW WE MAY SERVE
SURE OU P /724
WORLD AND V' 7 s
IN 1:? NEXT. / M%f A i ‘5
el NS b ([ RN
~ . ’W




BRAHMA WAS TROUBLED. AS BRAHMA MEDITATED ON THE

7’*‘ LORD; A TINY BOAR , HARDPLY
WHAT SHALL | DO? AS BIG AS HIS5 THUMB ,EMERGED
| WiLL HAVE TO BRING

FROM ONE OF HIS
THE EARTH UP. O LORD
VISHNU , PLEASE HELP

\-\M

WHAT 15 THIS
WEIRD CREATURE!
AND COMING OUT
OF MY NOSTRIL!

v TILL IT WAS THE 5/ZE OF A LARGE ELEPHANT . BRAHMA WAS FULL
OF WONDER. |

/3
¢

.
{/

-

COULD IT
BE LORD
VISHNU

)
e )

4
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WHILE BRAHMA PONDERED THUS, THE
BOAR , WHICH WAS NOW AS LARGE
AS A HUGE MOUNTAIN , ROARED. ==

IT 1S NONE
OTHER THAN
LORD VISHNU!

THEN, EMITTING ANOTHER
TERRIFYING ROAR ,IT TOOK
ONE MIGHTY LEAFP INTO




- AND NOSEPD 1TS WAY ABOUT THE OCEAN-BED,IN SEARCH

THE EARTH oo [ \

~ D
: £

.‘. /d r-‘

e TILL IT REACHED THE OTHER
END OF THAT FATHOMLESS
OCEAN AND DISCOVERED IN
ITS DEPTHS...

MEANWHILE s THE MIGHTY ASURA ; HIRANYAKSHA » THLUNDERED UP 7O
HEAVEN > SPOILING FOR A COMBAT. BUT — :
FIE ON THE 203

LORD OF
HEAVEN AND
HIS DEVAS
WHOM | HAVE
SCARED INTO,
HIDING |

———————




WATERS AND FEIGNING HUMILITY , FELL AT HAS FEET.

0 SUPREME LORD! =
O GUARDIAN OF A e
WHOLE SPHERE *! :
O RULER OF GREAT

FAME | GIVE ME
2\ BATTLE.

DISGUSTEDP ANL ANGRY, HE MARCHED UFP TO VARUNA , LORP OF THE ,

ME KNOWING
FULLY WELL
THAT HE 15

THE MIGHTIER
OF THE TWO.

BUT VARUNA CURBED
HIS ANGER. ————

| HAVE GIVEN UP
FIGHTING.[ AM TOO
OLD NOW.LORD

VISHNU 15 THE ONE
YOU SHOULD APPROACH. b

HE ALONE WOULD BE A -
AN EQUAL OPPONENT ) DS =
FOR YOU. 60 SEEK i 7 ~ —
s HIMouT L d=— =0

LEARNING FROM THE SAGE NARAPA WHERE VISHNU
WAS, HIRANYAKSHA CHARGED TOWARDPS THE '

OCEAN-BED. | 7 P _;

o8

* HYDROSFHERE -



MEANWHILE THE BOAR HAD -« AND LIFTING BHOOMIPEVI ONTO [T-..
JUST PUG HIS TUsSK INTO y
THE OCEAN ~BED -.-

- BEGUN RISING TOWARDS THE SURFACE, WIEN — | o

OH! S0 HE
15 NOW IN THE
FORM OF A
WILD BEAST!

HIRAN YAKSHA CHALLENGED THE BEAST | (LD

WITH A KOAR- " omE ON,Y0Uu BEASTI
LEAVE BHOOMIDEV) ALONE.
SHE HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED
TO US BY THE MAKER OF
THE. UNIVERSE.




WHEN THE BOAR IGNORED HIM —

YOU POSSESS LITTLE
POWER . ALL YOUR BAT-
TLES ARE WON BY
YOGAMAYA¥, YOUR
ONLY STRENGTH. BUT

CLOSE TO ESCAPE
UNSCATHED.

Sy

Z 2 THE BOAR CONTINUED RISING AND HIRANYAKSHA GAVE

|cHASE. = =
: WAIT! AREN’T You =L /Q:?
ASHAMED OF YOURSELF 2 &=
RUNNING AWAY FROM
A FOE WHO CHALLENGES
voul

LET HIM RAVE . MY
TASK IS TO TAKE BHOO-
MIDEVI TO SAFETY.SHE
TREMBLES WITH FRIGHT.
AH! WE’VE ALMOST

REACHED THE SURFACE.-

SHAMELESS
WRETCH. THE
SHARPEST

INSULT FAILS
TO PIERCE

YOUR THICK
HIPE .

¥ POWER OF ILLUSORY CREATION



A5 SOON AS HE REACHED THE SURFACE OF THE OCEAN; HE PLACED
BHOOMIPEV! GENTLY ON IT AND BLESSED HER. T

MAY HOU SUPPORT
YOURSELF IN KEEP-
ING WITH THE DIVINE

ORDER .

THEN HE TURNED TO FACE HIRANYAKSHA , HIS SFEECH HEAVY WITH
ISARCAﬁM.

O WRETCH, SCARED
AWAY BY YOUR MACE,
WE WHO HAVE STOLEN
THE EARTH MUST TAKE
OUR STAND IN THE

BATTLEFIELD. FOR,HAVING [
INCURRED THE WRATH OF [-&ar_
A POWERFUL ENEMY, -
WHERE CAN WE GO P 4
; =I5

iﬂ
== P

Z A

rd

?/ o
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HIRANYAKSHA BECAME FURIOUS. «-SPRANG TOWARDS THE ANIMAL.
SEETHING WITH ANGER , HE LIFTED BUT THE BOAR STEFPPED ASIDE
HIS MACE AND ... AND RAISED HIS OWN.

3




THEY FOUGHT FOR A LONG WHILE , EACH STRIKING OUT WITH HIS MACE.

e 220 2 B 4 _ NG ;- ) ’— 2
AS THE HOUR OF TWILIGHT DREW NEAR , BRAHMA SPOKE TO THE BOAR.

SLAY HIM BEFORE HE
GROWS FORMIDABLE WITH
THE APPROACH OF AN HOUR
THAT 1S FAVOURABLE TO

HEARING BRAHMA’S WORDS , THE MACE WAS CAUGHT BY THE
HIRANYAKSHA HURLED HIS MACE BOAR AS IF IT WERE A TOY-
AT THE ANIMAL -




ENRAGED, HIRANYAKSHA BEGAN
HITTING OUT WITH RIS FISTS
ON THE CHEST OF THE BOAR.

THE BOAR PLAYFULLY HIT THE
DEMON BEHIND HIS EARS.

O LORD,ONLY YOU

IN YOUR IMMACULATE
GOODNESS couLp
HAVE LIFTED BHOO-
MIDEVI TO THE SUR-
FACE OF THE OCEAN.
ONLY YOUR |NVINCIBLE
SELF COULD HAVE
SAVED US FROM

THIS SCOURGE.
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VISHNLU , IN THE FORM OF A BOARHAL KILLEDP THE FV.

SE Al
ASURA , HIRANYAKSHA . THE DEVAS WERE HAFPPY AND THERE WAS MUCH
FEJOICING IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTHs BUT NOT FOR LONG.

A
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HIRANYAKASHIPU , HIRANYAKSHA’S HE TURNED TO THE ASURAS WHO

ELDER BROTHER , SEETHING WITH HAD COME TO OFFER HIM THEIR
ANGER , WAS BENT ON AVENGING CONDPOLENCES .
THE PEATH OF HIS BROTHER. 50. DESTROY ALL

VISHNU THRIVES GOOD PEOPLE ON
ON VIRTYouS EARTH. PUT OUT
S0ULS AND THEIR SACRIFICIAL
THEIR VIR- FIRES AND KILL
THEIR COWS...




...WHILE | PRACTISE SEVERE
PENANCES AND BECOME THE

MASTER OF ALL THE THREE

WORLDS — HEAVEN ; EARTH
L AND OUR OWN REGIONS.

THEN SHALL | EXALT SIN

AND SUBDUE VIRTUE .| SHALL
DRIVE THE DEVAS AND THE

E S5AGES TO THE NETHER REGIONS

\ AND THROW OPEN HEAVEN,

THE HIGHEST SPHERE,TO

THE ASURAS.

AND HIRAN 7AKASHIPU WENT
TO MOUNT MANPARA AND

SO HE 5TOOP FOR ANT HILLS AND
YEARS ANL YEARS. GRASS GREW ON HIS

BEGAN H/5 PENANCES.

PERSON BUT HE DID
NOT MOVE.




15 COME .-

THE DAY OF BRAHMA
MUsST BE OVER.THE
HOUR OF DISSOLUTION

THE EARTH AND HER MOUNTAINS 2
QRUAKED .. '

< AND THE STARS AND
PLANETS PARTED ABOUT
50

- IN_PANIC.

50 INTENSE WAS HIRANYAKASHIPU’S PENANCE THAT THE FIERY SMOKE
EMERGING FROM HI5 HEAD BEGAN TO SCORCH EVERYTHING IN ITS WAKE.




|THE DEVAS WERE TEREI-| |MOVED BY THEIR PLIGHT, BRAHMA WENT TO
FIED. LED BY INPRA s THEY| |MOUNT MANDARA « A FEW SAGES ACCOMPANIED

WE

NT TO BRAHMA , THE ENOUGH, O ASURA. ARISE .
CREATOR .

| HAVE BEEN CONQUERED BY

O MERCIFUL LORD, PRAY YOUR AUSTERITIES .ANY

DO SOMETHING, BOON YOU SEEK SHALL BE
ANYTHING , BEFORE THE
THREE WORLDS OF YOUR
CREATION ARE CONSUMED
BY THE FIRE OF THE

p ' S - ll ‘ *‘:‘! - > At ‘ / ; 4

' \g\ N | BSTAR S N : S e o A
THE HOLY WATER FROM THE CREATOR'S KAMANDALU REJUVENATED
THE ASURA. HE EMERGED > HAND SOME AND RADIANT . [

LET NOT DEATH U T N

COME TO ME. EITHER etk S0 BE 17

BY MAN OR BEAST, \'\ A :

BY DAY OR BY v Cz

NIGHT, INPOORS
OR OUTPOORS,

THE SKY. GRANT !
ME UNPISPUTED
LORDSHIP

ARMED WITH THE BOONS,THE ASURA LOST NO TIME IN CONQUERING
AND BRINGING UNPER HIS SWAY , BOTH HEAVEN AND EARTH.

| WISH TO _.4 f 245 r=—=w ._ .

OccuPY THE |
PALACE OF THE

LORD OF THE
DPEVAS . PRIVE




BETRAYED BY BRAHMA, THE DEVAS APPROACHED LISHNU THE FRESERVER.

VISHNU’S VOICE REASSURED THEM. 7
HAVE PATrENCE?z B LN

O DEVAS. | KNOW TS

|THE EVIL THAT 15 o ‘g{f e

THE ASURA. HIS AN 7 "F\ P

SON, THE HIGH— e

| SOULED PRAHLAD* : l}f,‘“g

|5 DEVOTED TO ME. 20

WHEN THE ASURA LS

SEEKS TO KILL MY 2 ;
DEVOTEEﬁI SHALL ST S
SLAY HIM. W T M
I DT Sy

= el

ITHE PEVAS PID NOT HAVE TO WAIT LONG .EUt;N A5 ;/5HN£J MALE HIS l&! l

| PROMISE , HIRANYAKASHIPL WAS SCREAMING WITH EXASPERATION

e S0 |, T -"vou wiLL INsIST ON
N —— DEFYING ME AND WOR-
i | | SHIPPING MY SWORN

}*i \ | ENEMY, ME, BE FORE
By 2 L\ WHOM THE DENIZENS OF

ALL THE THREE WORLDS
QUAKE WITH FEAR!

DEEP IN CONTEMPLATION OF LORD WISHNY , PRAMHLAD DIP NOT LITTER
A WORD. HIRANYAKASHIPU ROARED IN FURY. | |

YOu SEEM TO BE CONFIDENT
IN YOUR FAITH.O FOOL ,| CAN-
NOT IMAGINE WHERE YOU GET
THE STRENGTH FROM |

* SEE AMAE CHITRA KATHA NO.531—PRAHLAD



AT LAST PRAHLAD SPOKE. ] HIRANYAKASHIPU BECAME _ Lwie

"FROM WHOM NOT ONLY )\ /)| |47 /7 SAGE: TS
| BUT ALSO YOU AND ALLFZ==% 1. | | J] \I | '
OTHER POWERFUL BEINGS B4 i/ |

DERIVE THEIRS —THE = // /’J 5
ok

ALL-PERVADING LORD Lyt

VISHNU. g X~ =

2~ \F HE 15 ALL-PER=~
VADING,HE MUST BE IN
THIS PILLAR.| AM GOING
| =7 10 sLAY YOu NOW.LET HIm

~ . COME AND PROTECT... /|

v

{2

’v =
L&
vd" = \_4 b
a l\{\\\

... LORD VISHNU IN THE FORM OF NARASIMHA" EMERGED AND
SUBSTANTIATED HI5 PEVOTEE’S WORDS- [

(/F ‘ , HE 15 NEITHER A

/

BEAST NOR A HUMAN
BEING . WHAT MIGHT
0 L THIS STRANGE

' [\ CREATURE BE ?

* MAN-LION



AS NARASIMHA ADVANCED MENACINGLY ||
UPON HIM 5 HIRANYAKASHIPL  TRIED TO
RPEGAIN HIS COMPOSLIRE .

IT MUST BE
VISHNU. HE HAS
TAKEN THIS FORM
TO KILL ME.HE MAY
HAVE TAKEN CARE 2

OF ONE CONDITION S5% 4 A
BUT HE STILL d F?'

CANNOT HARM ")
ME. A \?/

EMBOLDENED BY THAT THOUGHT » o« ROARING LOUPLY RUSHED AT
THE ASURA PICKED UP A MACE AND... | |NARASIMHA . [

f /4
(A

0'F

BUT AS HE CAME NEAR ; NARASIMHA HIRANYAKSHIPUY HOWEVER
SEIZEDP HIM s MACE AND ALL,IN A SLIPPED THROUGH HIS ARMS .-

i,




oo CHARGED ONCE AGAIN . [

- AND GRABBING A SWORD...

WATCHING HIS MOVEMENTS  NARASIMHA
SENT FORTH A SHRILL PEAL OF LAUGHTER
FOLLOWED BY A WEIRD ROAE. [

it

AND THE NEXT MOMENT, THE ASURA FOUND HIMSELF N THE |
VICE-LIKE GRIP OF NARASIMHA’S CLAWS- |

IT I5 THE
TWILIGHT HOUR!
NEITHER DAY

NOR NIGHT...




NARASIMHA CARRIED THE ASURA TO THE THRESHOLD OF THE HALL.

NEITHER
INDOORS

AND THEKRE , UNDER THE GREAT ARCH OF THE DOOEWA‘/: NARASIMHA
THEREW THE ASURA ACEOSS HIS, 77'//6H5 :

NEITHER ON

EARTH NOR IN

THE SKY.ALAS!

VISHNU HAS

OUTWITTED
ME !

—AND TORE HIM TO DEATH WITH HIS CLAWS.THUS DID VISHNU,BY THE FAITH
_ofm@ DEVOTEE , PREVENT THE TRIUMPH OF EVIL AND ESTABLISH VIRTUE.




. VAMANA AVATAR

BENT ON CONQUERING THE DEVAS, BALI " THE KING OF THE ASURAS , GUICED BY
SHUKRACHARYA , HI5 PRECEPTOR, PERFORMED THE VISHWAUIT SACRIFICE ---

... AND RECEIVED FROM THE SACRIFICIAL FIRE A GOLPEN CHARIOT,
CELESTIAL WEAPONS AND A COAT OF MAIL,FOR THE CONQUEST OF HEAVEN.
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* GRANDSON OF PRAHLAD,
* % A SACRIFICE PERFORMED TO GAIN MASTERY OVER THE THREE WORLDS.




DONNING THE ARMOUR , BAL!I MOUNTED THE CHARIOT AND W/TH HIS
ASURA HORPES ADLVANCED ON AMARAVATI , THE CAFPITAL OF THE PEVAS.
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AS BALl LAID SIEGE TO
| [ THE CITY,INDRA WENT
2 | TO BRIHASPAT!, HIS

FPRECEPTOR.
! -

TERRIBLE
UPROAR |

THE SOUND
FILLS THE SKIES
AND SHAKES

THE WORLDS.

WHAT SHOULD k.
VENERABLE ONE ?
BALI 1S NOwW
RIPING SOME
S5TRANGE POWER.
WE MAY FAIL
IN BEATING
HIM BACK.

BALIIHE 15

SURROCUNDING
OUR CITY !




WHEN HIS GURU |

CURSES HIM FOR B

A IGNORING HIS
COUNSEL.

BRIHASFAT! NODDED WISELY .
/f
YOou ARE RIGHT.
BALI AT THE
MOMENT 15
INVINCIBLE.

| WOULD ADVISE
YOU TO RETREAT
FROM HEAVEN
TILL THE TIPE
TURNS IN
YOUR FAVOUR.

. E X
), F = N ..‘ )
s [ AN
\ f il '\\v‘h\\\ -“\\

s ), b

X
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LN
S0, INPEA AND THE DEVAS ABANDONED HEAVEN; AND

BAL] PROMPTLY OCCUPIED IT WITH HIS ASURA HORPES.

| AN NOW ""/
THE LORD OF
ALL THE THREE




MEANWHILE , ADITI , THE
MOTHER OF THE DEVAS, SAT
BROODING ABOUT THEIR
SORRY PLIGHT . SAGE KASHYAP,
HER HUSBAND, WAS AWAY IN

IU'UST THEN KASHYAP ENTERED THE |
HERMITAGE.

S

."

\rﬁ;’ 73
Rt

, THE HERMITAGE
H

IF ONLY
my LORD |
WERE HERE.

LOOKS DESOLATE
AND ADITI

PISTRESSED.

| HOPE ALL IS5

3 \ "

Vo

AH, MY

LORD !'You
HAVE

RETURNED.

WHAT 19 THE
MATTER @ 15

WA\ ALL WELL WITH
N\ YOU AND YOUR

NO, MY LORD. THE
ASURAS HAVE USURPED
OUR KINGDPOM AND WITH
ITy OUR SPLENDOUR AND
OUR GLORY. YoU MUST
HELP MY S0NS TO

RETRIEVE THEIR LOST
STATUS.




DURING THE BRIGHT HALF OF THE
MONTH OF PHALGUNA,WITH YOUR
MIND FIXED ON THE LORD,
OBSERVE THE PAYOVRATA™VOW
THE VOW THAT GRATIFIES HIM
THE MOST .PLEASED, HE WILL A
GRANT YOUR DESIRES.

RV, I T S
H‘_{ i H,; Sur -

Y4 |.” i o
«:Ib.c, -_.\ur,;, £ o T
<

e e
e Vg

IT15 NOT . -
ME THAT You
SHOULD APPEAL |35\~ ° 5 (] /1 {5
TO, BUT THE . ol i
ALL-PERVADING ' -4(
LORD VISHNU. 'gﬁ%\fa
HE AND HE 5PN
ALONE CAN /7~ TELL ME THE
HELP You. QUICKEST MEANS OF
PROPITIATE /f DOING IT, MY LORD:.
HIM. A£| | CANNOT BEAR THE MISERY
W ;é%wg OF MY SONS ANY LONGER.

FOCUSSING HER MIND ON VISHNU, APITI OBSERVED THE
VOW OF TWELUE LONG DAYS. ON THE THIRTEENTH DAV—-

INVINCIBLE THOUGH THE A5URA6
[ ARE,O DIVINE LADY, YOUR WOR SHIP
| SHALL NOT PROVE FRUITLESS.

| SHALL ASSUME THE ROLE OF A
SON TO YOU AND PROTECT
YOUR PROGENY.

.
r
s

* VOW OF MILK ( NOTHING Bar MI!.K SHOULD BE PRUNK BY THOSE WHO OBSERVE
THIS VOW.)



MONTHS LATEE , ON THE TWELFTH DAY OF THE BRIGHT HALF OF
BHADRAFAPA; VISHNU TOOK HIS PESCENT FROM ADITI.

smsss et W\ T— =\ W
g l L -l‘ g = -
{ i b‘ ",

SIS

THEN, EVEN WHILE THE COUPLE STOOD| |--TO THAT OF A SHORT-STATURED
GAZING , VISHNU CHANGED HI5 FORM...| BRAHMAN. ——= S

A FEW PAYS LATER,
A BLINDING LIGHT
FILLEDP THE SACR/—
FICIAL GROUNDS
WHERE BAL!I WAS
PERFORMING A
SERIES OF HORSE
SACRIFICES .

HIMSELF COME
DOWN TO WITNESS
OUR SACRIFICE @

* ¥ THE SUN GOD

( N~

b

¥ THE SIXTH MONTH

OF THE HINDU CALENDAR



AS THEIR EYES GOT USED TO THE BRILLIANCE ,THEY S5AW THAT A
BRAHMAN MIDGET HAD ENTERED THE SACRIFICIAL ENCLOSURE .

BALI ROSE FROM HI5 SEAT TO THEN HE GAVE THE DIVINE MIDGET,
RECEIVE HIM. m o VAMANA, A SPECIAL SEAT AND
» e, v =
O HOLY @ v
BRAHMAN. W |
THIS LAND OF Ifs %
MINE HAS ./

BEEN CON- JS¥N7)//.
SECRATED L
BY YOUR &

TINY
FEET.
N——-ﬂ/

\| ICAN | DO FOR
You @ PRAY TAKE
FROM ME WHAT—
EVER YOU DESIRE.

VAMANA WAS QUIET :

PO NOT HESITATE,
O BRAHMACHARI*
WHAT WILL You

HAVE — A cow,

GOLD, ELEPHANTS,
HORSES , CHARIOTS,
A BRIDE,A PALATIAL

HOUSE , PROS— -3 -
MW KO , 7

PEROUS
VILLAGES...2

* CELIBATE.




ALL | SEEK 15
A STRIP OF LAND,
THREE PACES LONG
AS MEASURED BY

MY STRIDE.

—

SEEKING TO WIN ACCLAIM FOR HIS |
GENEROSITY , BALI WAS DISAPPOINTED
WITH VAMANA’S HUMBLE PEMAND. i
]
You ARE TOO |
YOUNG TO BE
ALIVE TO YOUR
OWN INTEREST.
WHEN | AM

READY TO

WHOLE CON-
TINENT, You
WANT BUT

THREE FACES
OF LAND.

HE WHO CANNOT BE
SATISFIED WITH THREE
PACES OF LAND WILL
NOT BE SATISFIED EVEN
WITH A WHOLE

@ CONTINENT.
(¥
] B |
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THR.EE PACES OF LAND

ARE ALL | NEED AND
THREE PACES OF LAND
ARE ALL THAT | WILL




BALI LAUGHED AND GAVE IN. | AT THAT MOMENT SHUKRA—

CHARYA REALISED THE
; YOU SHALL TRUTH .
HE 15 NONE
- A5 MUCH. ( OTHER
’ THAN

AS BALl TOOK THE CONSECRATING | ik
WATER IN H/S FALM, SHUKRACHARYA @

STOPPED HIM- IV a1 IS MIDGET [ 18

, I
NOTHING

!|5 LORD VISHNU. HE | "," \
\|5 HERE TO HELP ; d
OUR ENEMIES , THE N0 DS
_ DEVAS. _ 7V
Acieeodif iz ‘ »
‘-' = Rt
/ CAN BE DONE

o ¢ L I/ N/ NOW,O VENERABLE &
L= < S > ONE .| HAVE GIVEN

~\ MY worp. /
—

\

RETRACT IT. IT 15 __
SO0 WHEN ONE’S
LIFE AND THE
LIVES OF ONE5
PEPENDANTS
ARE AT STAKE.,/

I




BALlI WAS QUIET FOR A MOMENT. THEN—

HAVING PROMISED ONCE

THAT | SHALL GIVEHOW

CAN |, BALI, THE GRANDSON

P} | OF VIRTUOUS PRAHLAD,

¥ \ REFUSE LIKE A COMMON

, \CHEAT 2] WILL GIVE THIS
E_\ BRAHMAN THE LAND HE

( SEEKS,0 HOLY

c Y8, SAGE, COME
- WHAT MAY.

FURIOUS THAT HI5 DISCIPLE HAD
PARED TO DISREGARD HIS APVICE,
SHUKRACHARYA CURSED HIM .

HAVE YOU GROWN 50 _
ARROGANT AS TO IGNORE

MY COMMANDTCONCEITED
FOOL THAT YOu ARE,
YOU WILL SOON FALL
FROM YOUR HIGH

POSITION.

BALI’S WIFE THEN CAME

WITH A GOLDEN FITCHER
FULL OF WATER TO WASH
VAMANA’S FEET.




s AND GROW . BALI AND ALL THE
SAGES PRESENT WERE ASTOUNDED
TO SEE THE WHOLE OF CREATION
IN VAMANA’S BODLY ...




(... AS HE BEGAN TO MEASURE THE THREE PACES.WITH HIS FIRST
STRIDE HE COVERED THE EARTH -..




[THE ENRAGED ASURAS TOOK UP ARMS AND [HE 15 NO BRAHMAN. IT 15
RAN TOWARDS HIM. 4 77 VISHNU HIMSELF, OUT TO
Y <> a 7z DELUDE us!

| HAVE BEEN
CURSED BY MY

“{ GURU. MY FALL

IS INEVITABLE -

AS THE ASURAS RETREATED TO THE NETHER WORLD, GARUPA
BOUND BAL! WITH ROPES --- | ; 7

S

o
X

\




- ANDP TOOK HIM TO VISHNU.

THOUGH CURSED BY HIS PRECEPTOR,THIS
GREAT S0uUL PID NOT GO BACK ON HIS
WORD- | MUST TEST HIM FURTHER
AND ENHANCE HIS5 REPUTATION

FOR BEING STEAP— A=

el

WITH THAT INTENTION VISHNU SPOKE

HARSH WORDS TO HIM- |

You PROMISED ME
THREE PACES OF LAND
AND | HAVE COVERED
ALL THAT WAS YOURS
\ IN TWO. YOU HAVE
FAILED TO KEEP
5 YOUR WORD. YOUu
B WILL HAVE TO
SUFFER FOR IT.

O ILLUSTRIOUS ONE, 1 AM
NOT AFRAID OF PUNISHMENT
AT YOUR HANDS A5 | AM
OF BEING CALLED :
IGNOBLE .| HAD NO
INTENTION OF

DECEIVING YOu,

HIS HEAD LOW BEFORE VISHNU.

7O FROVE HIS 5TATEMENT HE BENT

PR/’H, PLACE
YOUR THIRD

\ , s

STEP ON MY
HEAP, WHICH
15 MORE
VALUABLE
TO ME THAN

ALL MY

POSSESSIONS
PUT TO-
GETHER.




AT THAT MOMENT, PRAHLAD APPEARED ON THE SCENE AND BOWED |

LOW TO VISHNU — | /JJ—/ —=
SALUTATIONS TO 3 Uz
You, O LORD. YOU /jj > i
'HAVE CONFERRED A &l , y 4
GREAT FAVOUR ON /
MY GRANDSON BY €O SN\ ¥
DEPRIVING HIM OF i BN 311; so - >
HIS WEALTH. FOR, \ :

" - oy

WEALTH CORRUPTS f
EVEN GREAT [/

§

S0ULS.

R \/ BUT NOT YOUR GRANDSON’S "\
50UL- HE STOOD FIRM BY HIS
PROMISE EVEN AT THE COST OF
DISOBEYING HIS GURU AND
INVITING HIS CURSE.HE REMAINS

7 HE HAS ALL BUT EARNED
ENTRY INTO MY OWN REALMS V’ﬁmﬁ’ ﬁ//v
WHICH EVEN THE DEVAS FIND g{fq.,’;/q ,’;’ 55’2
DIFFICULT OF ACCESS. BUT o il
FIRST HE WILL ENJOY FOR A AND THE
WHOLE MANVANTARA THE HEAVENS FOR
POSITION OF INDRA AS THE DPFVAS
HE DESIRED IT. s LPOM THEIR
| ENEMY , THE
RIGHTEOUS BUT
VAIN KING OF
THE ASURAS -




,. \] "
SN i

KING ARJUNA , THE RULER OF THE HAIHAYAS , HAL PROPITIATED
LORP DATTATREYA AND HAD SECURED FROM HIM BOONS WHICH MAPE
HIM INVINCIBLE . BUT ARJUNA MISUSED HIS FOWERS ANL BECAME

A MERCILESS TYRANT .

TO VANQUISH HIM AND ALL SUCH EVIL KSHATRIYAS, LORD VISHNU CAME
TO EARTH AS RAMA ,THE YOUNGEST SON OF SAGE JAMAPAGNI, AND HIS
WIFE ; RENUKA - ' ) 7 7T

IT’5 STRANGE THAT
MY SON SHOULD KNOW
50 MUCH ABOUT
WEAPONS AND
THEIR USE.




IT WAS TRUE. THOUGH RAMA WAS THE
SON OF A BRAHMAN; HE HADP AN INORPHH
NATE LOVE FOR WEAPONS AND HIS
FAVOURITE WAS THE AXE. —

ONE DAY, WHILE PARASHLRAMA®
AND HI& BROTHERS WERE AWAY,
ARJUNA ENTERED JAMAPAGN!I’'S
HERMITAGE .

]

. _i\w

se=/  WELCOME,
O MIGHTY KING.

/2 sl REST HERE WITH
YUY YyOUR MEN AND
‘ 3 TASTE THE

; YIELD OF

b KAMADHENU.

Ly “sony

o

BUT WHEN ARJUNA AND

HIS MEN WERE FED —

U IF KAMADHENU CAN
{ FEED 50 MANY IN
| SUCH A SHORT TIME,
A\ | MUST POSSESS
\ HER.

%
\

4

i

W\

\7

N /) / sEIZE THE
= [ ANIMAL AND

O 70 TS| ONE.TAKE
o 3 t\ THEM TO MY

= WAMTAL.

*SEE AMAR CHITRA KATHA NO.764 - PARASHURAMA



A FEW DAYS LATER, WHEN FPARASHURAMA | [ adll HOW DARE HE
RE THE HERMITAGE — - | Otes COMNIT SUCH A
) ; ¢ ' i SACRILEGE!
| SHALL DEAL
WITH HIm.

(z

O RAMA,THE KING

HAS TAKEN AWAY ,
MY BELOVED KAMA—
DHENU AND HER CALF.

BRANDPISHING HIS AXE, AN ENRAGED FARASHURAMA STORMED INTO
MAHISHMATI , ARJUNA’S CAPITAL . ARJUNA WAS ALARMED. '

/1T’ PARASHURAMA!
[ SEND OUT SEVENTEEN
OF OUR MOST
~\ POWERFUL AKSHALHINIS*
TO MEET HIM.

BUT THE TERRIBLE FARASHURAMA DESTROYED THEM IN NO TIME. NOT A
SINGLE MAN ESCAPED ALIVE. |

*AN AKSHAUHINI CONSITED OF 1,09,350 INFANTRY, 65,610 CAVALRY,
21,870 CHARIOTS AND AN EQUAL NUMBER OF ELEPHANTS.



ENRAGED AT THE PESTRUCTION OF THE CORE OF HIS ARMY, ARJUNA

HIMSELF RUSHED FORWARD.BUT — -

iy

i

- AND THEN BROUGHT HI5
AXE DOWN ON THE TYRANT’S

] o
SUINIR
. .\\\' N Q\ N

ARMS .. | b IRV E—

FARASHURAMA THEN LED KAMAPHENU AND LIFE IN THE HERMITAGE
N AND HER CALF TO | |WENT ON AS BEFORE.

Y | His FATHER. ¢

R ;
S

2l /)




BUT NOT FOR LONG. THE SONS OF ARJUNA WERE BENT ON AVENGING
THE DEATH OF THEIR FATHER. ONE DAY, WHILE FPARASHURAMA WAS AWAY
IN THE WOOPDS ...| : ] . i

L] W

.- THEY FELL UPON THE SAGE AND CUT OFF || RAMA ! OH
HIS HEAD . S :

W HusBAND | | | | —T

PLEASE
SPARE HIM!

HIS WAY BACK TO THE HERM/TE.

| MEANWHILE , PARASHURAMA WAS
SUDDENLY —

NN ATTIRS
SV THAT CRYL IT’S MY 09 . LN
MOTHER’S. SHE SEEMS ) /4 ) ; ‘
TO BE IN DISTRESS. ; Ni
| MUST HASTEN TO
HER SIDE.

ON

\l -]




WHEN PARASHURAMA REACHED | |BUT RENUKA’S AGONY WAS 50 DEEP
THE HERMITAGE ,HE WAS [—| |THAT SHE COULD ONLY BEAT HER
AGHAST - y BREAST AND CRY. FULL OF GRIEF

AND ANGER, PARASHURAMA MADE
MOTHER ! WHO

A VOW.
WERE THE FOUL
MURDERERS ©
TELL ME,MOTHER!

J RAMA! OH

RAMA | RAMA!

TWENTY-ONE TIMES HAVE
YOU BEATEN YOUR BREAST,
MOTHER. | SHALL WIPE OUT
THE VILE RACE OF THE
KSHATRIYAS AS MANY TIMES,

AND, GRIPPING HIS AXE , FARASHURAMA SET OUT TO ACCOMPLISH THE

REST OF THE TASK FOR WHICH HE HADP CME 7O EARTH.
) =3 SN
e LS

) :‘ i ; = é.. .
THUS DIP LORD VISHNU, AS FARASHURAMA,
EXTERMINATE THOSE KSHATRIYAS WHO HAD BECOME A GREAT
BURDPEN TO BHOOMIDEVI AND HER CHILDREN.




| SOV N> T 1L o) 0 S
RAVANAT®, THE ARROGANT RAKSHASA KING OF THE ISLANEL OF
LANKA , HAD PERFORMEDL SEVERE PENANCES AND HAD SECURED
BOONS WHICH MADE HIM ALL BUT IMMORTAL.

PERTURBED BY THE ATROCITIES COMMITTED BY THE KRAKSHASA , THE

DEVAS APPROACHED VISHNU FOR PROTECTION.| HE NOW PLANS
p -_ TO INVADE OUR
: VERY REGIONS.

PO NOT WORRY.
TO SLAY HIM

| SHALL MANIFEST
MYSELF ON EARTH
AS THE FOUR
SONS OF DASHA-
RATHA—WHOLLY
IN RAMA , THE
ELDEST, AND
PARTIALLY IN
HIS BROTHERS,

VISHNU REASSURED THEM.




ACCORDINGLY , FOUIR SONS WERE BORN TO THE THREE QUEENS OF
DASHARATHA * THE HEIRLESS KING OF AYODHYA . RAMASTHE ELDEST ; 7O
KAUSALYA ; BHARATA ,TO KAIKEYl; AND LAXMANA AND SHATRUGHNA ,TO | |
SUMITRA. ' T oy “

\ U f RAMA WILL MAKE 2. 1l
()

O} AN IDEAL KING .
O | HE 15 VIRTUOUS.

AND VALIANT.

BUT, A FEW YEARS LATER, INSTEAD WHILE THEY WERE IN THE FOREST —
OF CROWNING HIM YUVARAJA A : o ‘
HEARTBROKEN DASHARATHA, BOUND
BY A FROMISE , WAS COMPELLED TO
BANISH RAMA TO THE FOREST FOR e 3
FOURTEEN YEARS . 5/TA, RAMA'S YOUNG | |NOBLE SIR, R\
WIFE; AND LAXMANA INSISTED ON |, SHOORPANAKHA,
GOING WITH HIM.- J / Y \‘& KING RAVANA’S

i i \

I

; SISTER , WISH TO
FORGIVE ME)! | .
RAMA! ’Hg/ MAKE YOU My
i:{'
i

N\ FORGIVE
E ME,SITA.

4 QY

KGEE AMAR CHITIOA KATHA NO. 510 — DASHARATHA AND NO.504—RAMA.



THOUGH AMUSED , RAMA KEPT A

STRAIGHT FACE .
& (‘m’)
\. o ’;{:-

|
K

TO SITA.

BUT | AM NOT
FREE .| BELONG

HIS WORDS TRANSFORMED
SHOORFANAKHA -

HE SPRANG FORWARD | L
AND HACKED OFF ’ »
HER NOSE AND
EARS .-

LA




A TEARFUL, PISFIGURED SHOOR—
FANAKHA STOOD BEFORE KRAVANA .

* = A\
\ P

KRAVANA TOOK THE HELF OF H/5
UNCLE MAREECHA -

| WILL NOT RISK AN

N\ OPEN ENCOUNTER WITH
W THE BROTHERS. TRANS—
FORM YOURSELF INTO
\ A GOLDEN DEER AND
2 LURE THEM AWAY. IN
THEIR ABSENCE ) WILL
CARRY SITA AWAY,

7

SINCE THEIR
LOVE FOR SITA
MADE THEM DO THIS TO

YOU, | SHALL PUNISH THEM
BY ABDUCTING HER FOR MVSELF

RAVANA’S RUSE WORKED AND BEFORE LONG— »{E/’ /
> é&?}b‘ﬂ )

. : "}/ _“" s _%
: o LORD! {
(SAVE ME !

=N

RS
§\ x@.ﬂ?f‘“ﬂ‘@‘\
s NNy

~

IN THE DAYS THAT
FOLLOWED WHILE RAMA
AND LAXMANA WANDERED
IN THE FOREST NOT
KNOWING WHERE TO LOOK
FOR SITA, THEY WON
THE AFFECI/GV OF
SUGREEVA, THE KING OF
THE MONKEYS .

WE SHALL HELP
a YOu FIND SITA,
WHEREVER SHE £

XGEE AMAR CHITRA KATHA NO.546 —VALI



HANUMAN®, HIS MINISTER, POOR sITA!
WENT ON THE ERRAND B4 LET US MARCH
AND CAME BACK WITH TO THE SEA—
THE NEWS THAT SITA SHORE WITH |,
WAS AT LANKA . | YOUR FORCES, ff

SUGREEVA. ¢
‘ -

e - “7"HOW SHALL
—— — e WE CROSS THIS

O LORD, FARDON mY
IGNORANCE . You

THREE LAYS WITH-

oUuT HAVING ANY _ CAN MARCH |
FOOD OR WATER. <INl 1 ACROSS MY |©
AT LAST , VARUNA XAllfd. POMAIN AT
APPEARED AND WILL BUT..-
IMMEDIATELY £

KNEW HIM TO BE
VISHNU.

\

¥SEE AMAR CHITRA KATHA NO.502 - HANUMAN




..ENHANCE YOUR
OWN FAME BY
BUILDING A
BRIDGE ACROSS
ME FOR WHICH
POSTERITY WILL
SING YOUR

ASSISTED BY THE MONKEYS AND AS RAVANA SAW THE TWO
OTHER CREATURES OF THE FOREST, BROTHERS AND THEIR HORPES
A BRIDGE WAS SOON LAID BY APPROACH , HE SENT FOR HIS
RAMA ANDL LAXMANA , ACROSS THE SON, HI5 BROTHER AND HIS

GO! MEET THE
INVADING

ARMY AND
DEFEAT IT!

SEAS TO THE SHORE P FOREMOST WARKRIORS.
OF LANKA-. %\ / ——
/.
A= -— %




BUT RAMA, SUGREEVA; LAXMANA ; HANUMAN AND THEIR WILD HORDES
EFFORTLESSLY PESTROYED RAVANA’'S HUGE ARMY OF ELEPHANTS,
CAVALRY, INFANTRY AND CHARIOTS, IN A SINGLE ENCOUNTER!

KAVANA WAS FURIOUS . HE
RUSHED TOWARDS RAMA.

BUT— O VILE RAKSHASA)
REAP TODAY THE
FRUITS OF YOUR

- VISHNU » AS RAMA,
COMPLETED THE
MISSION FOR WHICH
HE HAD TAKEN HIS
BIRTH ON EARTH.

VILLAINY. >
S
3
=10
) &
SR




(P

e WA # |\ [KRISHNA]

Vo /7 .gf‘-: &% ¢/

(57 ALY ~

ON THE EVE OF THE DAWN OF THE KALI YUGA , MANY TYRANTS
LIKE KAMSA (AND THE DEMONS IN HI& PAY), JARASANDHA , SHISHUPALA ,
THE KAURAVAS AND THEIR HORDES , MOLESTED BHOOMIDEVI OFTEN
IN THE ROLES OF ARROGANT KINGS .

DISTRESSED, SHE 5TOOD BEFOE BRAHMA IN THE FORM OF A

DISCONSOLATE _COW- L iz \\\% / | SEEK REFUGE

IN YOU ,0 LORD.
RID ME OF mY
BURDEN.

)

el

AT T )
I{\ = DO\ DA \”m\\

WHEN BRAHMA IN TURN PRAYED [
TO VISHNU FOR GUIPDANCE — !

i - / /I

? I

* THE SERPENT ON WHOM VISHNU RESTS-

| KNOW OF BHOOMI
DEVI’S DISTRESS. SHESHA®
AND | SHALL COME DOWN
A5 THE SEVENTH AND
EIGHTH SONS OF VASUDEVA
TO FREE HER OF HER BURDEN.
THE DEVAS; MEANWHILE ,
SHOULD PRECEDE US AS
VIRTUOUS MEN AND
AWAIT OUR DESCENT.




AT THAT MOMENT , VASUPEVA, A LATER , WHEN UGRASENA’S SON, KAMSA ,
YADAVA NOBLEMAN OF MATHURA,| ||AFFECTIONATELY TOOK THE REINS TO DRIVE
WAS GETTING MARRIED TO DEVAKI, | | |THE cOUP.

KING UGRASENA’S NIECE - 7 -

— L |FROM THE
M| SKIES -

&-z;}' O FOOLISH %4

F KAMSA , THE
EIGHTH SON

¥ GIRL 15 DES—3
| 'Z TINED TO

AN ENRAGED KAMSA SEIZED DEVAKI BY
THE HAIR AND RAISED HIS5 SWORD TO
&yl BRING IT DOWN
-

\’\: \ ﬁ:“ == (\x.

VASUDEVA . | OVER TO YOU EVERY

A CHILD BORN TO' HER.
(@ LET HER LIVE. [/

IT BELONGED TO THE GENTLE |/ 1 PROMISE TO HAND) ﬂ

o N

INTERVENTION WILL SAVE
OUR OFFSPRING WHEN THE
TIME COMES. /




BUT, TERRIFIED BY THE PREDICTION,
KAMSA IMPRISONED UGRASENA
AND ASSUMING ALL POWER , BECAME
THE RULER OF MATHUEKA .
THOUGH | TOO AM A
YADAVA , GINCE A YADAVA
15 DESTINED TO BE mY

KILLER, | SHALL PERSECUTE

MEANWHILE , TRUE TO HIS WORD , VASUDEVA
HANDED OVER TO KAMSA’S MEN THE FIRST
SIX SONS BORN TO PEVAKI.

PUT THE VILE
INFANT TO

WHEN THE SEVENTH CHILD WAS ABOUT TO
BE BORN, VISHNU’S6 DIVINE POWER ,

YOGAMAYA APPEARED. |

AS ORDERED BY THE LORD,
| HAVE TO TRANSFER THE

CHILD, BALARAMA > TO THE
WOMB OF ROHINI, VASUDEVA'S
WIFE AT GOKUL.

It

THIS WAS TO MISLEAD KAMSA INTO

BELIEVING
THAT PEVAKI HAD LOST HER SEVENTH CHILD.

AFTER ACCOMPLISHING
HER TASK —

NOW, | MUST
ENTER THE WOMB
OF YASHODA, THE }
WIFE OF NANDA* (/
AND AWAIT THE /N
PESCENT OF :
THE LORD.

DEVAKI ANP VASUDEVA.

A FEW MONTHS LATER,LORD VISHNU APPEARED BEFORE THE AWESTRUCK |

=
-

b

« i/ VASUDEVA , TAKE
ME TO GOKUL
AND LEAVE ME IN
THE BED OF
YASHODA., THEN
'\ BRING BACK THE
GIRL THAT HAS
BEEN BORN TO

©

!‘
AND FORTHWITH VISHNU ASSUMED THE - A
FORM OF A SMALL DARK BABY, WHO CAME.TO BE KNOWN A3 KRISHNA.|

* A COWHERD CHIEF AT GOKkUL




A5 S00N AS VASUPEVA RETURNED

STOMPED IN — |

WITH THE BABY GIRL,THE SLEEFING

WHEN KAMSA

e —

GUARDS WOKE UP.

7" A BABY’S CRY!

THE EIGHTH CHILD
OF DEVAKI 15 BORN.
KAMSA MUST BE TOLD.

1 DON>T KILL THIS
BABY. IT’S ONLY ;
A GIRL.LET ME >F¥
KEEP HER, o [
DEAR BROTHER.

AND LO! TO HIS ALARM, THE BABY ROSE INTO

THE SKY AND STOOD |/ ;Y s _/ WHAT WOULD

TRANSFORMED ‘.
You GAIN BY
AS YOGAMAYA. o KILLING ME,
b FOOLISH ONE?
YOUR

PESTROYER
SURVIVES
ELSEWHERE.

LATER, KAMSA SENT SEVERAL
OF HIS ASURAS TO DESTROY
THE INFANTS AT GOKUL WHOSE
SENSATIONAL EXPLOITS *
WORRIED HIM.

POOTANA, TRINAVARTA,
AGHASURA , DHENUKA,
=\ 7 PRALAMBA —ALL
Z_ S5LAIN BY THOSE
TWO CHILDREN—
KRISHNA AND
BALARAMA |

% FOR DETAILS READ AMAR CHITRA KATHA

 NO.501~KRISHNA -



AT A BOW FESTI-

DELIGHTED BY THE INVITATION ;» THE BOYS
CAME TO MATHUKA . AS THEY PASSED THE

VAL , INVITE

HALL WHERE THE BOW WAS PISPLAYED —

BOTH OF THEM
TO MATHURA
FOR IT AND
FINISH THEM
ONCE AND
FOR ALL.

K

N‘M :‘ \\1—1 p

AH! | musT
BEND IT.

Y

[KEISHNA NOT ONLY BENT THE BOW
BUT PULLED IT6 STRING 80 TAUT
THAT IT BROKE WITH A RESOUNDING

- WHICH REACHED KAMSA’S EARS AS
HE RELAXED IN HIS5 PALACE .
= R

v".! v,_.*/\va* W) AN
uV‘ THE SNAP OF %
= BOW.DREAD FILLS MY
- (7 BEING . CHANURA AND
Y MUSHTIKA MUST NOT FAIL ME|

AND HIS PARTNER , MUSHTIKA ,
BALARAMA -

MRk ¢

)

THE DAY OF THE FESTIVAL DPAWNED . THE TRUMPET GAVE THE SIGNAL FOR
THE GAMES TO BEGIN« THE MIGHTY WRESTLER CHANURA TOOK ON KRISHNA,

e / oy

[Tt
= r\"ﬂJl u
o 2
0

St




EFFORTLESSLY THE BOYS
FOUGHT AND DEFEATED THE
— CHAMFIONS .

KAMSA WAS FURIOUS,

FEAR GRIFPED HIS

BEFORE THE ORDER couLp
BE CARRIED 0OUT, KRISHNA

HEART -
DRIVE THE BOYS
| louT OF THE cITY.

4 |PUT THE TRAITOR
VASUDEVA TO

LEAPT ONTO THE

KELIEVED OF

BHOOMI PEVI HAS BEEN

HEAVIEST PART OF
HER BURDEN .

THE

FATHER-IN—-LAW, 7
THE EVIL JARA— {

- AND KILLED HIS STALINCH ALLY

o | Y
R | N

SHISHUPALA AND THEIR HORPES.
N
\ . ~ =< = = . %
S /-. ) J" : - s v \‘

KRIGHNA AND JARASANDHA

4



SOON AFTER THAT s KRISHNA’S

N THAT WAR THE KAURAVAS WERE | — —

COUSING , THE VIRTUOUS PANDAVAS,
WERE UNLAWFULLY DEPRIVED OF

THEIR KINGDOM BY THEIR COUSING,
THE ARROGANT KAURAVAS,Ex—
AND WAR BREOKE OUT S

BETWEEN THEM. ¢
| WILL SOON BE ABLE TO

RID BHOOMI DEVI OF THE
KAURAVAS -

S
o
[

-4‘\ ‘d .'f y

\Z::( MY UNCEASING GUIDANCE

~| EXTERMINATED -

NOW THERE
REMAINS MY OWN RACE,
THE VAIN YADAVAS WHO
ARE PROSPEROUS AND
INVINCIBLE BECAUSE OF

—

AND SUPPORT.

\

O
== ARRoeAMT YADAVA
“ 2

| SHALL CAUSE THE )

YOUTHS TO TEASE THE
A RISHIS AND INVITE

P THEIR OWN DESTRUC-
TION. THEN BALA-
RAMA AND | WILL
BE FREE TO
WITHDRAW OUR-
SELVES FROM
@S\ THE WORLD.

A5 A PREGNANT /N
GIRL AND REQUEST [

THE RISHIS TO |
PREDICT THE SEX
OF THE EXPECTED L=\
CHILD.

AT THAT TIME ; THE RISHIS—~NARADA , VISHWAMITRA , KANVA, DURVASA »

VASISHTHA AND OTHERS—WERE ,LIVING NEAR DWARA
NN h “o) TNk
: I .
LET us R
DRESS SAMBA

VS

77 »-nr

”~

EXCELLENT
IDEA !




WHEN THEY PUT THEIR QUERY TO
THE ALL-KNOWING RI6HIS , HOWEVER—

PRANKS TERS MACE WHICH WIL

f HOW DARE THE )Y SHE |S BEARING A
L
TRIFLE WITH DESTROY YOUR

THE TERRIFIED YOUTHS SEARCHED SAMBA.

 WHAT SHALL LET US TAKE IT TO
WE DO WITH , UGRASENA AND CONFESS)

WHEN UGRASENA HEARD THEIR

THE ORDER WAS
CARRIED OUT.

(THIS PIECE 15
TOO HARD. TRY

THEN
THROW

STORY — DON'T BE
ALARMED. GRIND
THE MACE INTO
FINE POWDER
AND SCATTER
THE POWDER
o IN THE

AS | MIGHT

IT IN AS
| COULD NOT

IT15.

BUT THE POWDER WAS WASHED
BACK TO THE SHORE WHERE |T
GREW INTO A GRASS CALLED

AND THE PIECE THAT COULD NOT BE
GROUND WAS SWALLOWED BY A FISH.




3,

THE FISH WAS CAUGHT BY THE |J | |MEANWHILE , SINCE THE YADU RACE WAS
HUNTER , JARA. WHEN HE CUT AS GOOD AS DESTROYED BY THE RISH!’S
IT OPEN — CURSE > BRAHMA , SHIVA , AND THE
- - . | |CELESTIALS CAME TO TAKE
WHAT’S6 THIS @ 1 |KRISHNA TO VAIKUNTHA. BuT —
A PIECE OF IRON!

| CANNOT LEAVE BEFORE THE
ToE ";-ILE,%AKFEoé‘ YADU RACE 15 DESTROYED,
ONE OF MY LEST IT OVERWHELM AND
ARROWS WIPE OUT THE WHOLE

x WORLD BEFORE IT 15

SOON AFTER , DWARAKA WAS T[Won THE sevenTH DAY §
PLAGUED BY FRIGHTENING i FROM NOW, DWARAKA fom= o
OMENS. THE YADAVAS IN WILL GO UNDER THE
THEIR ALARM DPRANK TOO @5 |\l SEA. THE WORLD
MUCH LIQUOR , WERE {\ |, \\L WILL BE INVADED
INTOXICATED AND = T BY THE SPIRIT
QUARRELLED AMONGST R = OF KALI.
THEMSELVES. ——||
e \ A
X, g
:,tn =Yoo l'; E:
. 1
A oK >

THE YADAVAS CONTINUED QUARRELLING. THEIR WEAPONS EXHAUSTED ,THEY
PULLED OUT HANDFULS OF THE DEADLY ERAKA GRASS. |

PP g LO! THE GRASS
S HAS TURNED

MY WORK 15
/( DONE . THEY
? WILL 500N
Y/} ANNIHILATE
74, THEMSELVES . f




HE WENT TO LOOK FOR BALARAMA ||KRISHNA SAT UNPER A PEEPUL TREE
AND FOUND HIM ALREADY SEATED
IN MEDITATION BY THE SEASHORE.

AND LEANED BACK AGAINST IT.
TATED.

HE HAS wn‘H ‘ll
DRAWN HIMSELF YW\

FROM THE WORLD.)-
| MUST FOLLOW

UARA , THE HUNTER , WHO WAS PASSING||THE ARROW FOUND ITG MARK AND
BY, MISTOOK HI5 FOOT TO BE THE BROUGHT TO AN END THE MOST
MOUTH OF A DEER AND TOOK AIM- GLORIOUS AVATAR OF LORD WISHNU.

I i B W

THIS ARROW CANNOT g
FAIL ME.IT’S> THE ONE B

1 MADE WITH THE
PIECE OF IRON THAT WAS
STUCK IN THE
FI5H’S MAW 5.

THE HEAVENS RAINED FLOWERS AND CELESTIAL MUSIC FILLED THE SKY AS
VISHNU PASSED ON FROM EARTH TO HIS ABODE IN VAIKUNTHA - ]

W O -
i e g B ' 7 (3)
. ?. - . g, : &
: ‘,—A




BUDDHA AVATAR

WITH KRISHNA’S DEFARTURE FROM EARTH, THE AGE OF KAL/ SET IN.
HINDUISM LOST MUCH OF IT6 PURITY. THE AUTHORITY OF THE VEDAS
BECAME QUESTIONABLE . EMPTY RITUALS REFPLACED TRUE DPEVOTION TO
GODP AND POWER-DRUNK BRAHMAN FPRIESTS EXPLOITED AND

OPPRESSED THE OTHER CASTES.

A FEW MONTHS LATER , SHE WAS
PASSING THROUGH THE LUMBIN! GARDENS
ON HER WAY TO HER PARENTAL HOME. AS
SHE RESTED BENEATH A SAL TREE, SHE

BIRTH TO A CHILD - ]
T 7, 7 LT o

MAYADEVI ; THE QUEEN OF THE
SAKYA KING s SHUDPHOPANA OF
KAPILAVASTU , HAD A STRANGE
DREAM . A WHITE ELEPHANT
WITH SIX TU5kS PIERCED

PYOUR MAJESTY ! HE
15 A5 LUSTROUS AS
THE FULL MOON ABOVE.




LATER , AT THE PALACE , SAGE ASITA CAME

TO S5EE THE INFANT.

THIS CHILD WILL Y IF | CAN HELP
EITHER BECOME A \ IT,HE SHALL
GREAT EMPEROR | BECOME A KING
OR WILL RENOUNCE | OF KINGS AND
THE WORLD AND A NOT A SAGE.
BECOME A GREAT
SAGE. £d)

WHEN SIPPDHARTHA , A5 THE CHILD
WAS NAMED , GREW INTO A

YOUNG LAD — ;___{‘
THE PRINCE SHALL NOT STEP

BEYOND THE CONFINES OF HIS
PALACE.LET HIM NEVER KNOW
OF THE MISERIES OF OLD AGE,
DISEASE OR DEATH.
PROVIDE HIM WITH ALL
THE LUXURIES
IMAGINABLE.

WAS IGNORANT OF THE PAIN AND MISERY
OF THIS WORLD , CAME OF AGE , HE WAS

— %

AS SO0N A% SIPDHARTHA , THE PRINCE WHO

IN DUE COURSE , A SON WAS BORN
TO THEM AND SIPDPHARTHA HAD
ALL THAT A MAN COULD WANT.

MARRIED TO YASHOPHARA , THE PAUGHTER
' . OF A 5AKYA NOBLE.

NOW SIDDHARTHA
WILL NEVER THINK
OF RENOUNCING

BUT ONE PAY, A STRANGE URGE CAME OVER SIPPHARTHA . HE WENT TO

SHUDDHODANA - T

FATHER, | MUsT
GO OUT OF THE
FPALACE AND SEE
MORE OF THE
WORLD.

&
= | BHALL SEE

A SPECIAL CHARIOT FOR
you. You MAY @GO
WHEN IT 15 READY.

( THEN | SHALL ORDER

MEANWHILE,

THAT THE ROUTE
HE TAKES IS

CLEAR OF ALL
DISTURBING
SIgHTS.




A FEW DAYS LATER, SIDDHARTHA ROPE A5 THEY DPROVE FURTHER — ,
ouT IN A CHARIOT DRIVEN BY CHANNA.
WHEN THEY REACHED THE Ty LIMITS —

CHANNA! HALT! WHY DOES THAT )
MAN BEND 502 WHY DOES HE
\_USE A STICK 2

ONE HAS TO

WHEN THEY RETURNED TO THE FALACE, THE
PRINCE BROODPED OVER WHAT HE HAD SEEN. |

THIS TIME THEY SAW A 5ICK MAN,
GROANING WITH FAIN -

(WHAT’S WRONG
WITH HIM,

/15 DISEASE
PECULIAR TO ||
B\ HIM, CHANNA?

1"NO, MY LORD. \
EVEN YOU MAY,
FALL ILL.

MY LORD, WITH
A PAINFUL
DISEASE-.




WILL | TOO
HAVE TO DI,

CHANNA ?
N

SIPDPHARTHA'S GREED FOR MORE KNOWLEDGE
ON WHAT HAD HITHERTO BEEN CONCEALED
' N\FROM “HIM GREW . HE MADE ANOTHER TOUR.

o CHANNA! WHY NO; MY/ LORD.
ARE THEY
CARRYING THAT

AS SIDDHARTHA PONDERED ON WHAT HE HAD SEEN, HIS LIFE OF EASE AND

LUXURY BEGAN TO FPALL ON HIM. HE NO LONGER FOUND JOY IN ANYTHING -
HE WAS UNHAPPY AND | | A7 SON CAN FALL

' [ ILL. YASHODHARA WILL

GROW OLD AND UGLY.

| WILL ULTIMATELY DIE.

WHY WAS | BORN AT ALL®

STOP, CHANNA! THAT FACE! HOW -
CALM'! HOW SERENE IT LOOKS! THAT NIGHT SIDDHARTHA MAPE A
WHO 15 HE & g DECISION.
=)

| TOO SHALL DEVOTE
MY LIFE TO THE PUR-
SUIT OF TRUTH .

| SBHALL RENOUNCE.
_ MY ROYAL LIFE.

)

HE 15 A MONK\ AN
MY LORD. HE HAS \7e"=2




S0 SIPDHARTHA LEFT THE FALACE AND AND SIDPHARTHA , THE FPRINCE,
BECAME AN ASCETIC. AFTER YEARS OF BECAME BUDDHA®— THE
BITTER STRUGGLES, HE PERCEIVED ENLIGHTENED ONE -
TRUTH , A5 HE SAT MEDITATING
UNDER A BODH! TREE.

S 77

THEN BUDDHA CAME BACK TO LIVE AMONGST MEN AND TEACH THEM WHAT
HE HAD LEARNT. HE HELD HI& FIRST SERMON IN THE DEER PARK AT
SARNATH, NEAR VARANAS!. |

, 57
) MAN SUFFERS BECAUSE HE

15 BORN ON EARTH. HE 15 BORN,
DIES; AND 19 BORN AGAIN BECAUSE

OF HI5 ATTACHMENTS, HIS DESIRES.
i DESIRE AND ATTACHMENT MUST BE
. PESTROYED. THEN MAN CEASES

&=\ TO BE REBORN, CEASES TO

SUFFER . DESIRE CAN BE
, DESTROYED -

N (T p
FOR MANY YEARS PID BUDPDHA FREACH , AND MANY WERE THOSE WHO SOUGHT
REFUGE IN HIM AND IN HIS TEACHINGS - WHAT HE COULD GIVE , HOWEVER ,
TOUCHED BUT A PROF OF WATER IN THE SEA OF HUMANITY THAT WAS
TOSSED .BY THE MISERIES FORETOLD FOR THE KAL!I YUGA -

* SEE AMAR CHITRA KATHA NO. 510~BUDPPHA.




| R TS KALKI
AVATAR

MANY GOOD MEN WALKED THE EARTH AFTER BUDPHA BUT INSIGNIFICANT WAS
THE EFFECT THEY HAD AGAINST THE GROWING SUPREMACY OF EVIL AND EVIL
ONES ON EARTH. WITH THE ADVANCE OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE THE LONGEWITY
OF MAN HAS INCREASED BUT . .WITH THE APVANCE IN TECHNOLOGY , MAN’S LIFF
HAS BECOME A NIGHTMARE OF HYPERTENSIONS AND FOLLUTION. BUT NOT

ALl HOPE /5 LOST.

73 '
FOR WHEN THE AGE REACHES IT9 NADIR AND /75 WORST FORCES MAVE WELL NIGH SPENT
THEMSHLVES, USHNU WILL APPEAR AMONGST MORTALS IN HIS SATTVIC FORM
AS KALKI.RIDING HIS CELESTIAL HORSE, HE WILL EXTERMINATE, BY THE

MILLIONS, CORRUPT ROBBERS WHO BEAR HIGH POSITIONS IN LIFE AND WILL
REINFORCE MORAL SENSE AND HUMANITARIAN VIEWS N ALL GOOD PEOPLE , TILL
TOWN AND COUNTRYSIDE WiLL AGAIN ENJOY PEACE AND SECURITY . THEN WILL
BEGIN A NEW CYCLE OF YUGAS WITH SATYA ( TRUTH) AT ITS HEAD , WHOSE
HUMAN GENERATIONS WILL BE IMBUED WITH GREAT MORAL , INTELLECTUAL , AND

PHYSICAL STRENGTH , POSSESSING ALL IMMACULATE ATTRIBUTES.”




WHICH OF THE ACKs HAVE YOU STILL NOT READ?

EPICS AND
MYTHOLOGY
Best known stories from
the Epics and the Puranas

Abhimanyu

Agastya

Andhaka

Aniruddha

Aruni And Uttanka

Ashwini Kumars

Ayyappan

Bahubali

Bhanumati

Bheema And Hanuman

Bheeshma

Chandrahasa

Dasharatha

Dhruva And Ashtavakra

Draupadi

Drona

Elephanta

Gandhari

Ganesha

Ganesha And The Moon

Ganga

Garuda

Ghatotkacha

Hanuman

Hanuman To The Rescue

Harischandra

Heroes Of Hampi

Indra And Shachi

Indra And Shibi

Indra And Vritra

Jagannatha Of Puri

Jayadratha

Kacha And Devayani

Karna

Karttikeya

Konark

Krishna

Krishna And Jarasandha

Krishna And Narakasura

Krishna And Rukmini

Krishna And Shishupala

Krishna And The False
Vaasudeva

Kubera

Kumbhakarna

Mahabharata

Mahiravana

Nachiketa

Nahusha

Nala Damayanti

Pareekshit

Parashurama

Prabhavati

Pradyumna

Prahlad

Purushottam Dev And
Padmavati

Rama

Ravana Humbled

Saraswati

Sati And Shiva

Savitri

Shiva Parvati

Stories of Creation

Subhadra

Sudama

Sukanya

Surya

Tales From The
Upanishads

Tales Of Arjuna

Tales Of Balarama

Tales Of Durga

Tales Of Indra

Tales Of Narada

r

Tales Of Shiva
Tales Of Vishnu
Tales Of Yudhishthira
Tapati
Thanjavur
The Churning Of The
QOcean
The Gita
The Golden Mongoose
The King In
A Parrot’s Body
The Lord Of Lanka
The Pandava Princes
The Pandavas In Hiding
The Parijata Tree
The Sons Of Rama
The Syamantaka Gem
Tirupati
Tripura
Uloopi
Vaishno Devi
Vali
Vishwamitra
Yayati

VISIONARIES

Inspiring tales of thinkers,

social reformers and
nation builders

Adi Shankara

Albert Einstein

Anant Pai

Babasaheb Ambedkar

Basaveshwara

Buddha

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu

Chanakya

Chokha Mela

Dayananda

Deshbandhu
Chittaranjan Das

Eknath

Fa Hien

Ghanshyamdas Birla

Guru Arjan

Guru Gobind Singh

Guru Har Gobind

Guru Nanak

Guru Tegh Bahadur

Hiuen Tsang

J.R.D Tata

Jagadis Chandra Bose

Jamsetji Tata

Jawaharlal Nehru

Jayaprakash Narayan

Jim Corbett

Jnaneshwar

Kabir

Kalidasa

Lal Bahadur Shastri

Lokmanya Tilak

M. S. Subbulakshmi

Madhvacharya

Mahavira

Marie And Pierre Curie

Megasthenes

Mirabai

Mother Teresa

Narayan Guru

Rabindranath Tagore

Ram Shastri

Ramana Maharshi

Ramanuja

Salim Ali

Shankar Dev

Soordas

Sri. Ramakrishna

Srinivasa Ramanujan

Subramania Bharati

'y

Swami Chinmayananda
Swami Pranavananda
Tales Of Sai Baba
Tansen

Tulsidas

Vidyasagar
Vivekananda
Zarathushtra

INDIAN CLASSICS
Enchanting tales from
Indian literature

Ananda Math
Ancestors Of Rama
Devi Choudhurani
Durgesh Nandini
Kadambari
Kannagi

Kapala Kundala
Kumanan
Maarthaanda Varma
Malavika
Manonmani

Prince Jivaka

Raj Singh
Ratnavali
Shakuntala

The Adventures Of
Pratapan

The Elusive Kaka
Udayana

Urvashi
Vasantasena
Vasavadatta

Veer Dhaval

FABLES AND HUMOUR
Evergreen folktales,
legends and tales of
wisdom and humour

A Bag Of Gold Coins
Amrapali
Andher Nagari
Angulimala
Bikal The Terrible
BIRBAL STORIES
Birbal The Clever
Birbal The Genius
Birbal The Just
Birbal The Wise
Birbal The Witty
Birbal To The Rescue
The Inimitable Birbal
Chandralalat
Dhola And Maru
Friends And Foes
Gopal And The Cowherd
Gopal The Jester
HITOPADESHA TALES
Choice Of Friends
How Friends Are Parted
Hothal
JATAKA TALES
Battle Of Wits
Bird Stories
Deer Stories
Elephant Stories
Jackal Stories
Monkey Stories
Nandi Vishala
Stories Of Courage
Stories Of Wisdom
Tales Of Misers
The Deadly Feast
The Giant And
The Dwarf
The Hidden Treasure
The Magic Chant

The Mouse Merchant
True Friends
Kanwal And Kehar
Kesari The Flying Thief
King Kusha
Manduka
PANCHATANTRA TALES
Crows And Owls
How The Jackal Ate
The Elephant
The Brahmin And
The Goat
The Dullard
The Greedy Mother-
in-law
The Jackal And
The Wardrum
Raman Of Tenali
Raman The Malchless Wit
Sahasramalla
Sakshi Gopal
Satwant Kaur
Sharan Kaur
Shrenik
Sukhu And Dukhu
Sundari
Tales Of Maryada Rama
The Acrobat
The Adventures
Of Agad Datta
The Adventures Of
Baddu And Chhotu
The Bridegroom’s Ring
The Celestial Necklace
The Clever Dancer
The Cowherd Of Alawi
The Fearless Boy
The Fool's Disciples
The Golden Sand
The Green Demon
The Unhappy Tiger
The Learned Pandit
The Lost Prince
The Magic Grove
The Miraculous Conch
The Mystery Of
The Missing Gift
The Pandit And The
Milkmaid
The Pig And The Dog
The Pious Cat
The Priceless Gem
The Prince And
The Magician
The Prophecy
The Queen's Necklace
The Rainbow Prince
The Secret Of The
Talking Bird
The Silent Teacher
The Tiger And The
Woodpecker
The Tiger Eater
Thugsen
Vidyut Chora
Vikramaditya's Throne

BRAVEHEARTS
Stirring tales of brave men
and women of India

A Nation Awakes
Ahilyabai Holkar
Ajatashatru

Akbar

Amar Singh Rathor
Ashoka

Babur

Bagha Jatin
Bajirao |

Baladitya And
Yashodharma

Balban

Banda Bahadur

Bappa Rawal

Beni Madho And Pir Ali

Bhagat Singh

Bidhi Chand

Bimbisara

Chand Bibi

Chandra Shekhar Azad

Chandragupta Maurya

Chennamma Of Keladi

Dara Shukho And
Aurangazeb

Durgadas

Ellora Caves

Hakka And Bukka

Hari Singh Nalwa

Harsha

Hemu

Humayun

Jahangir

Jallianwala Bagh

Kalpana Chawla

Kochunni

Krishnadeva Raya

Kunwar Singh

Lachit Barphukan

Lalitaditya

Mangal Pande

Noor Jahan

Padmini

Panna And Hadi Rani

Paurava And Alexander

Prithviraj Chauhan

Raja Bhoja

Raja Raja Chola

Rana Kumbha

Rana Pratap

Rana Sanga

Rani Abbakka

Rani Durgavati

Rani Of Jhansi

Ranijit Singh

Rash Bihari Bose

Roopmati

Sambhaji

Samudra Gupta

Sea Route To India

Shah Jahan

Shalivahana

Shantala

Sher Shah

Shivaji

Subhas Chandra Bose

Sultana Razia

Surjya Sen

Tachcholi Othenan

Tales Of Shivaji

Tanaji

Tenzing Norgay

The Historic City Of Delhi

The Rani Of Kittur

Tipu Sultan

Veer Hammir

Veer Savarkar

Velu Thampi

Vikramaditya

CONTEMPORARY CLASSICS
(New Category)
The best of modern
Indian literature

The Blue Umbrella

JEmwr  Titles available in English and other Regional languages on www.amarchitrakatha.com

ry




DASHA AVATAR

In Puranic lore, Vishnu is the preserver of the universe and the cosmic
order. The Dasha Avatar is the Puranic story of the ten incarnations
of Vishnu who descends to the terrestrial world to establish stability

and order, time and again. The avatars occur in a sequence — the
first was matsya or fish representing life in water, followed by kurma
or turtle signifying life in water and on land, then varaha or boar
alluding to terrestrial life and so on. The sequence of the avatars
could be taken to symbolise various stages in the evolution of life
culminating in the advent of the perfect being.
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